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Dry cell batteries are used in a lot of the electronic devises in your home, 
they power things like cell phones and toys. Alkaline and Zinc batteries 
work because of a chemical reaction. When a battery is being used 
electrons move from the zinc to the carbon allowing power to be created.

How to Identify and Recycle a Battery 

STEP 1: The first step in the battery recycling process is identification. This step is important to ensure safe handling of 
batteries when they are being recycled.  

Take the batteries that you have brought from home and try and identify them. 
Mark below how many you brought in of each of the top 5 main types. 

__________________  Single 

__________________  Rechargeable

__________________  Button Cell

__________________  Laptop

__________________  Electronic 

STEP 2: To keep batteries safe during storage and transport, the terminals of certain batteries must be protected before 
they are placed in a collection container. 

 

STEP 3: Recycle the batteries

The crossed-out garbage can is a common symbol found 
on rechargeable (including lithium-based) batteries. If 
you see it and cannot further identify the battery, tape the 
terminals just to be sure.

Most batteries have either the full name or chemical 
abbreviation of their base battery chemistry somewhere 
on the outer shell. 

Rechargeable Identifier 

Chemistry Identifier 

• Cover the terminals of the battery with clear tape in the areas 
indicated in red. 

• Batteries for tools may have multiple terminals around a similar 
area, so make sure each is covered completely.

• Use only clear/translucent tape, electrical or duct tape prevents 
battery identification.
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The Parts of a Battery 
There are 4 main parts to a battery: the anode, positive terminal, cathode and the negative terminal. Using the word 
bank match the blanks with the parts of the battery.

Word Bank:
1. Anode
2. Positive Terminal
3. Cathode
4. Negative Terminal


